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SUB J : M'HAMMED BOUCETTA NAMED SECRETARY GENERAL OF ISTIQLAL 
PARTY 

REF: RABAT 2114 

1. ISTIQLAL PARTY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ISSUED COMMUNIQUE 
EVENING MAY 27 ANNOUNCING THAT AFTER STUDYING PARTY'S 
ORGANIZATIONAL PROBLEMS AT MEETING SAME DAY IT HAD 
UNANIMOUSLY DESIGNATED M'HAMMED BOUCETTA AS ITS 
SECRETARY-GENERAL. 

2. COMMENT: LONG-TIME PARTY LEADER, FORMER MINISTER 
OF JUSTICE, AND HEAD OF LARGE RABAT LAW FIRM, BOUCETTA 

IN EFFECT NOW SUCCEEDS PARTY PRESIDENT ALLAL AL-FASSI WHO 
DIED MAY 13. IN CONVERSATION MAY 28, BOUCETTA TOLD 
EMBOFF THAT PARTY DECIDED DROP TITLE PRESIDENT, WHICH 
WAS GIVEN TO HISTORIC FIGURE ALLAL AL-FASSI IN 1960 
AFTER AHMED BALAFREJ LEFT POSITION OF SECRETARY-GENERAL 
(AND ISTIQLAL PARTY). 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 RABAT 02345 281546Z 

3. BOUCETTA ALSO SAID THAT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HAS NAMED 
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FOUR COLLEAGUES TO CONTINUE TO ACT AS DEPUTIES IN 
POSITIONS PREVIOUSLY HELD (MOHAMED DOUIRI FOR ECONOMIC 
QUESTIONS; BOUBKIR KADIRI, PARTY ORGANIZATION; ABDELHAK 
TAZI, YOUTH; AND ABDELKRIM GHALLAB, PRESS). PARTY 
PREFERRED TO LIMIT ANNOUNCEMENT TO TOP POST IN ORDER NOT 
TO LESSEN IMPACT. IN DISCUSSING PARTY'S PLANS. BOUCETTA 
SAID THAT SPECIAL ATTEMPT WILL BE MADE TO ATTRACT YOUTH 
AND THAT PARTY CONGRESS (FIRST REGULAR ONE SINCE 1967) 

IS NOW SCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER. 

NEUMANN 
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